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SOLID, TIDY, MODERN AND COMFORTABLE

_ Renovation and Upgrading of Waterlandplein Post—-War Housing Blocks
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DB T = P45

= F: Waterlandplein CV

EHIZIT: Hans van Heeswijk# 5 If 28 55 fir
&  #®: Luuk Kramer

Location: Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Client: Waterlandplein CV

Architectural Design: Hans van Heeswijk Architects
Photography: Luuk Kramer
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Profile

The Waterlandplein forms the heart of Nieuwendam in Amsterdam North. The
original shopping center was badly in need of renovation and was a source of
social unrest. The existing shopping center and some of the apartment blocks

have made way for new development.

Planning

Three blocks of flats have been retained and carefully integrated into the
new plan for the shopping center and new apartment blocks. They include
a 17-floor tower of apartments, a tall 10-floor block of gallery—access
apartments, and a lower 4—floor block of gallery—access apartments. The 222
existing dwellings have been renovated, upgraded and are now completed.

The shopping center and the new apartment blocks still await construction.

Because of the connection to the new shopping center, it was necessary
to relocate the main entrances to the tower and gallery—access block to
the street side. In the process, the entrances were made brighter and more
spacious. The double—height entrance is more inviting and socially safer. The

base of shops beneath the gallery—access block has also been adapted to
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form a two-floor structure finished in dark red—brown brickwork. This base

will soon form a seamless part of the new shopping center.

Architectural Design

Inside the building the lift halls have been refurbished and the lifts now stop
at each floor. The gallery facade of the tall gallery—access block is fitted with
a glass curtain wall that provides extra shelter. The sheets of glazing are
all tilted at an angle to create ventilation slots and to prevent the creation
of a smooth reflective plane. The strong structure of the blocks and their
expressive detailing formed the basis for the architectural choices. The
original untidy white barred fencing has been replaced with clear steel frames

with transparent rib—mesh fencing.

The facades exposed to the sun are fitted with electrically controlled solar
shades. That results in a consistent appearance instead of random solar
screens, and both the living spaces and the balconies are shielded. Behind
the fencing the existing timber panels with single glazing have been replaced
with new panels containing insulated glass from floor to ceiling on the balcony

side, which increases the spaciousness of the apartments and their relation

with the outside. They also improved thermal

and sound insulation.

The roofs have been insulated again and the low
gallery—access block is fitted with a roof of moss
sedum. Similarly, the end facades and other
blank facade areas have been insulated and fitted
with new facade paneling. The end facades are
finished in ceramic tiles fitted with a pattern
of strips in different colors. The color pattern
harmonizes with the color pattern of the new
residential towers and improves the coherency
and appearance of the whole complex. The
structure of the apartment blocks provides
a solid basis for a powerfully contemporary
architecture based on layers, rhythm, relief

effects and coherency.
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