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PROJECT: RIETEILAND HOUSE, PRIVATE RESIDENCE
LOCATION: AMSTERDAM @ THE NETHERLANDS
DESIGN: HANS VAN HEESWIJK
PHOTOGRAPHY: Imre Csany / Studio Csany

Architect acting as his own client: Hans van Heeswijk builds a home for his family on the
recently developed IJburg island near Amsterdam. «We were allowed to build 850 cubic
meters,» comments Van Heeswijk. «That could have resulted in a segmental building,
but we wanted to enjoy spaciousness.» From the outside, the Rieteiland house looks
like a compact square box; inside, the desired spaciousness is achieved by leaving
out parts of the floor: «Most houses in the Netherlands have a standard room height
of 2,5m. I always found that a bit cramped. That’s why I wanted to let light and air into
the house by creating height.» Openings in the floor slabs create fluid spatial transitions

084

Most of the furniture is designed by Van Heeswijk:
essential items such as the kitchen island, the long dining
table, the bookshelves, the bathroom furniture and
the fireplace helped the architect to enable his concept
of a house planned around activities, but also
to achieve a consistency of style and quality. Developed
specifically for the Rieteiland house, the door handles
are now included in Post en Eger’s catalogue
of Dutch-designed «architectural hardware solutions.»

with varying heights throughout the house: the mono-height scullery on the ground
floor flows into the double-height kitchen, then into the triple-height dining room-withstaircase – and upstairs, decreasing in height towards more intimate spaces, from the
double-height sitting room on the first floor to the low-ceilinged study and bedroom.

The building’s relations with the landscape are defined by its waterside location opening a beautiful panoramic view of the water and the park. Consequently, the house has
two different faces: a closed part facing the road and an open, transparent part oriented
towards the view (and, notably, the sunset). The choice of materials – glass, steel and
concrete – is typical of Van Heeswijk’s designs. The roadside facade is clad in perforated
aluminum panels, some of which are integrated window shutters. Needless to say that
«view» facade is entirely glazed…

The interior layout configures the house not as a body, but as an enabler for various
activities: cooking, eating, sleeping, working. This concept required a kind of open, fluid
spaciousness, made possible by taking all the amenities out of the rooms and concentrating them in the centrally located service core. Designed as a single, free-standing furniture piece that rises the entire height of the house, the service block contains storage
closets, a toilet on every floor, piping, cables, etc. Efficiency is the keyword: when changing clothes in the second-floor bathroom, you throw your laundry into a tube that carries
it two floors down to the washing machine. Once washed and ironed, the dumbwaiter
transports the clothes back upstairs… An extra yet not insignificant touch: wooden slats
covering the external walls of the service block not only add warmth to the glass-andconcrete interior, but also improve its acoustics.

Views become increasingly panoramic towards
the top of the house. On the second floor, part of
the volume is omitted to create a screened
roof terrace. Glass balustrades ensure unobstructed
views from the balconies.

