new European architecture

ON THE SPOT READY EUROVISION
Shaken, Latvian Austria under
not stirred: tradition the radar
007 style redefined
SECTION
START DEBUT Timber
ey | 60> Plovdiv moves French forest tableaux
| i 60 forward chapel finds
W HH I HH|| H NO/DEC 201 with square new religion
9'771573"381001 ﬁﬁfﬁnféﬁﬁﬁ Cﬂmpetitinn

ey -
G 3

. "1' '’ | ;

Gather round the
fire in Norway

— page 36



—
O
a
7y
LL
i
=
<
O

31
Lol

transparent en-
trance building
far Amsterdam’s
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The Van Gegh Museum is ane of the city's most popular tourist attractions. Often there are so
many visitora standing In the queus that the area around the museum ks blecked, which can cause
hazardous traffic situations. By shifting the entrance to the other side of the building, the museum
hopes to ensure a better How of the 1.5 million pecple who visit aach year.

‘With this new entrance, the Van Gogh Museum cpens onto Museum Square, like [ts neighbours the
Stedelijk Museum and the Rijkemuseum. It s contrally located botwaon the two, nnd added to an
existing elliptical exhibition wing (by Kisho Kurokawa), which was complated in 1899, The double-
curved roof is mirrored, howaever, allowing for a clenr separation from the existing part. Visitors will
enter the museum through its new entrance beginning in summer 2018, (KIM HOEFNAGELS)

Contested
waterfront

= GRADRE (RSN —In an attempt to boost
the country’s economy in a time of cri-
sis. the government of Serbia and the
Belgrade city council have offered an
anormous area on the city's waterfront
for development projects that are sup-
posed to nat only have a benehcial ef-
fect on the country’s economy, but also
transform the faceof tha city. So far, this
seams fair. Under closer sarutiny, howe
evier, some questions and doubts arise;

The sheer scope of tha project,
which i5 supposed to cover an area
along the river Sava of approximately
80 hectares with about 1.8 million m
of offices, retails, hotels and luxury
apartments for an estimated cost of
raughly 2.4 billion suros, all within a
period of less than ten years, sounds
rather overwhelming, Also, there is
the issue of the transparency of the
process, The investor, Eagle Hills, a
company associated with the name
of Emirati businessman Mohamed
Alabbar, and which zaems to have

" | been established especially for this

! Users of the social network can search, browse and identify unused land or vacant bulldings,

Social strategy
for unoccupied |
properties |

1aroME (M) — Throughout Southemn
Europe, the economic crisis has left
many cities with crumbling institu-
tions and dissolving social welfare. In
Rome, one-sided, developer-friendly
crisis measures failed to heal the con-
struction industry, To provide solutions
for social needs or help balance the
city budget, citizens' organizetions
and young architecture offices an-
gaged in restoring social and cultural
SErVICes.

Paradoxically, while Rome has ono
of the most expensive real estate mar-
kets in Europe, the city counts innu-
merableampty propertias, bothinvery
central locations and at the peripher-
izs, These properties represent great
opportunities for initiatives searching
for workspaces, exhibition halls and
avent venues. This iz the underlying
idea of the City-Hound platform
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City-Houndisasocialnetwark devel-
oped by the young architecture firm T
SPOON, designed to connect ownersof
properties that have been without leas-
ers for a long time with people in nead
of space to test new ideas for social,
cultural and creative projects. The plat-
form allows users to search, browse and
identify unused land, vacant buildings
arleftoverinfrastructure, helping create
an active community and a collection of
ideas, expertise and capacities,

City-Hound also assistz larger-
scaledevelopment programmes: with-
in the context of the EU-funded proj
ect Temporary Use as a Tool for Urban
Regeneration, City-Hound serves as
a pilot platform to mep sbandoned
properties within a Romea neighbour-
hood. In this district, the platform
hosts infarmation about over 70 aban-
doned properties, including schoals,
industrial premises, shops, infrastruc
ture and green spaces, some of which
have become test sites for the munic-
ipality's temporary use programme,
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occasion, as well as the master plan,
alang with the designs of the future
buildings, have seemingly been cho
son without any public bid, competi-
tion ar tender, and with local institu-
tions and professionals having noword
in it, Furthermore, there have been
some hasty modifications to the cur-

rent General Urban Plan of Belgrade |

and the regulation plans for the area, in
arder to allow tor the desired building
parameters. Maturally, afl this was fol
lowed by both professional and gener-
al public protests, which have mostly
been quietly and lightly dismissed by
the authorities,

Since the mid-1970s, local institu
tions and professionals have intro-
duced a number of plans with the goal
of creating a lively civic area on the
banks of the Sava in the centre of the
city, fully integrating Mew Belgrade
with the historic city. As part of this ef
fort, a study foramodern meatropolitan
rallway was conducted and the con-
struction of a new railway station and
metropolitan ring road commenced.
Following the econamic erises of the
1980s and the later Yugoslav Wars,
waork has baen on hold, but the proj-
ect has, under different names, been
frequently used and misused, mainly
far the acting regime’s rhetoric, That
is probably why a significant portion
of the public balieves that this is yet
another such cycle,

Meanwhile, the old rails are being
removed, one historic building was
reconstructed as a promotional stunt,
and a single expo pavilion is being
bwilt, The politicians are full of praizse
while authorities give full support, but
the professional public and private cit-
izens desperately protest and fear that
when (and if) it gets built, Belarade
VWatarfront, with its forest of luxuri-
ous sky-high corparate architectura,
will reb them of both their city and
its river. IMIODRAG NINIC

. Hasty modifications 1o Belgrade’s urban plan cast doubt an the project mvestor.




