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Entrance this way: the Van Gogh
Museum's revamped foyer opens this week

The Van Gogh Museum (http://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en) welcomes a new

member to its architectural family this week with its long-awaited new

entrance hall opening on the 5th of September. Gerrit Rietveld's iconic 1973-

built museum and Kisho Kurokawa's temporary exhibitions wing are joined by

Hans van Heeswijk Architecten's sleek and contemporary glass and steel

The new entrance to the Van Gogh Museum, designed by Hans van Heeswijk

Architecten, is a weightless, transparent structure. Its curved glass wall and

roof are supported by a light, steel frame. Photography: Ronald Tilleman
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entrance hall, which will allow visitors to enter the Van Gogh complex from

Amsterdam's recently renovated cultural hub plaza, the Museumplein.  

Initially planned by the architects behind the museum's temporary exhibition

wing, Kisho Kurokawa Architect and Associates, the design was later

developed and completed by local Hans van Heeswijk Architecten. The

sweeping glass wall of the entrance hall encloses the sunken pond that was

built between the temporary exhibitions wing in 1999 and the main museum

building, mirroring but also contrasting the curved, solid concrete wall of the

Kurokawa wing and providing better access between the existing museum

buildings. 

Thanks to this new light and airy space, the museum has gained 800 sq m of

exible oor space to house the ticket hall, cloakroom and a new gift shop. At

the same time the addition creates a multi-functional space, where events or

receptions can be hosted. 

The all-glass façade and roof are supported by a light and elegant steel

structure. This transparent foyer is accessed by an equally transparent -

seemingly weightless - glass staircase. Natural light own into the large,

tranquil lobby, a stark contrast to the often overcrowded museum ticket halls

access, better logistics and more space will allow us to give our visitors a much

warmer welcome than before.' 

To celebrate the opening of the new entrance, events are being held in the

Museumplein across the weekend. 

INFORMATION

The new foyer is open to the
public from 5 September 2015

 


